
CAREER DEVELOPMENT TOPICS:  
A NETWORKING EVENT 

San Diego Convention Center                                                         SATURDAY, November 3, 2018 
Hall A                                                                                       7:30 – 9:30 PM 

Please be seated at any table of your choosing. There will be a total of four 30-minute sessions. A SfN staff member 
will announce the end of each session. 

 
 

Professional Development and Other Topics 
 

Table 
 

 

Topic 
 

 

Mentors 
 

1 
Family and Career 

Karen Gamble, PhD 
UAB School of Medicine 

Bruce Johnson, PhD 
Cornell University 

2 How to Thrive as a Woman 
in Neuroscience 

Melissa Harrington, PhD 
Delaware State University 

Dionna Williams, PhD 
Johns Hopkins University 

3 For Undergraduates:  
What Comes Next? 

Aneka Reid, MHA 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 

Jackie Rose, PhD 
Western Washington University  

4 Career Transitions between 
Academia, Government, and 

Industry 

Janet Clark, PhD 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 

Kip Ludwig, PhD 
University of Wisconsin 

5 
Establishing a Professional 

Network 

Emmeline Edwards, PhD 
National Center for 
Complementary and 
Integrative Health 

Rebecca Shansky, PhD 
Northeastern University 

6 Diversity Training: Funding 
Opportunities and 

Mentoring Networks 

Ishmael Amarreh, PhD 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 

Gerald Griffin, PhD 
Hope College 

 
 

Funding 
 

Table 
 

 
 

Topic 
 

 

Mentors 
 

7 

Opportunities for 
International Fellows  

Mychael Lourenco, PhD 
Universidade Federal do Rio 
de Janeiro 

Kathleen Michels, PhD 
Fogarty International Center, 
National Institutes of Health 
(opportunities in LMI countries;  
visit www.fic.nih.gov) 

8 Pre-doctoral Government 
Awards 

Ellen Carpenter, PhD 
National Science Foundation 

Letitia Weigand, PhD 
National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke 

9 Postdoctoral Government 
Awards 

Kathleen Anderson, PhD 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 

Jim Deshler, PhD 
National Science Foundation 

10 
Private Foundation Awards 

Marta Benedetti, PhD 
Simons Foundation 

Kara Coleman, PhD 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 

11 Funding Opportunities 
through Industry 

Rita Balice-Gordon, PhD 
Sanofi, Inc. 

Tamar Grossman, PhD 
IONIS Pharmaceutical 

12 Neuroscience Funding 
Opportunities through the 

Department of Defense 

Lique Coolen, PhD 
University of Mississippi 
Medical Center 

Ramesh Raghupathi, PhD 
Drexel University 
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Careers Beyond the Academy 
 

Table 
 

 
 

Topic 
 

 

Mentors 
 

13 
Pharmaceutical and Biotech 

Chris Butt, PhD 
DSM Nutritional Products 

Eline van der Beek, PhD 
Danone Nutricia Research 

14 
Pharmaceutical and Biotech 

Fiona Randall, PhD 
Eisai, Inc. 

Toni Williamson, PhD 
Arkuda Therapeutics 

15 Science Policy: Fellowships, 
Careers, and Advocacy  

 

Amy Adams, PhD 
National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke 

Heather Dean, PhD 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

16 Private Foundations and 
Societies 

Roger Cachope, MD, MS 
CHDI Foundation, Inc. 

Beth Vernaleo, PhD 
Parkinson’s Foundation 

17 Entrepreneurship and 
Startups 

Lauren Martens, PhD 
Tiaki Therapeutics 

Tim Marzullo, PhD 
Backyard Brains 

18 Non-Research Careers in 
Government 

Meredith Fox, PhD 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 

Ashlee Van’t Veer, PhD 
National Institutes of Health 

19 
Research Careers in 

Government 

Mark Eldridge, PhD 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 

Srikanth Vasudevan, PhD 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

20 
Careers in Scientific 

Publishing and Editing  

Jasna Markovac, PhD 
University of Michigan 
(formerly of Elsevier) 

Katherine Whalley, PhD 
Nature Reviews Neuroscience 

21 
Consulting 

Andrew Shoffstall, PhD 
Case Western Reserve University (formerly of Health Advances, LLC) 

 
 

  Careers Within the Academy 

Table 
 

 
 

Topic 
 

 

Mentors 
 

22 Publishing a Peer-Reviewed 
Article  

David Perkel, PhD 
University of Washington 

Eric Prager, PhD 
Journal of Neuroscience Research 

23 Setting Up and Managing a 
Laboratory 

Chiara Manzini, PhD 
George Washington Institute 
for Neuroscience 

Timothy Mosca, PhD 
Jefferson University 

24 Job Application Strategies 
for Academic Positions 

Constanza Cortes, PhD 
Duke University School of 
Medicine 

Arianna Maffei, PhD 
Stony Brook University 

25 Choosing a Postdoctoral 
Position 

Donna Korol, PhD 
Syracuse University 

Rae Silver, PhD 
Columbia University 

26 Teaching Careers in 
Neuroscience 

Lisa Gabel, PhD 
Lafayette College 

Richard Olivo, PhD 
Smith College 

27 Research and Teaching 
Opportunities Outside of the 

U.S. 

Elaine Del Bel, PhD 
University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Raúl Paredes 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de México 


