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SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC01: Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias Social 

Location: MCP Room N228 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Join us to socialize and exchange ideas with others interested in the neuroscience 

of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia disorders. This will be a primarily social event. 

Social Chair: B. C. Kraemer;  

University of Washington, SEATTLE, WA 

Social Co Chair: L. J. Blair;  

University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC02: Black In Neuro Social 

Location: MCP Room N226 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: All neuroscientists are invited to mingle and network with the Black In Neuro 

Community in the third annual Black In Neuro Social at SfN! This event will center around a 

facilitated space for scientists to connect, share, and celebrate their accomplishments over the 

past year, as well as a brief update on the exciting things Black In Neuro has achieved as a 

community. Follow @BlackInNeuro on X, YouTube, and Instagram, and be sure to check out 

the member database on BlackInNeuro.com! 

Social Chair: T. Arzua;  

Columbia University, New York, NY 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC03: Development of the Cerebral Cortex: from Embryos to Organoids Social 

Location: MCP Room N139 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Much remains unknown about the development of the cerebral cortex, and whether 

this orchestrated process can be studied outside the embryo, within brain organoids, stem cell-

derived experimental avatars of the developing brain. This social will provide an opportunity for 

interested scientists to gather in an informal, social setting. 5–6 experts in the field will be invited 



as a way to allow trainees and colleagues from other areas of neuroscience to mingle and share 

ideas. 

Social Chair: P. Arlotta;  

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 

Social Co Chair: L. A. Krubitzer;  

UC Davis, Davis, CA 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC04: Dignity Neuroscience Social 

Location: MCP Room N135 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social will connect individuals in the SfN community interested in dignity 

neuroscience, an emerging field connecting neuroscience and human rights. Topic domains 

include the five elemental types of universal human rights: (1) agency, autonomy and self-

determination; (2) freedom from want; (3) freedom from fear; (4) uniqueness; and (5) 

unconditionality, including protections for vulnerable populations. Interested individuals at all 

levels of training are encouraged to attend! 

Social Chair: T. L. White;  

Brown University, Providence, RI 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC05: Diversity in STEM Research Social 

Location: MCP Room N140 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Building community is a crucial step in supporting women, individuals from 

underrepresented backgrounds, and LGBTQIA+ individuals in STEM. This event aims to foster 

a safe work environment in research institutions. Following a highly attended similar event last 

year, the organizers successfully established a network collaborating on new policies to enhance 

diversity in research. The goal of the organizers is to host this event again, emphasizing the 

significance of amplifying underrepresented voices. 

Social Chair: S. Cataldi;  

Columbia University, New York, NY 



SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC06: Eye Movements Social 

Location: MCP Room N130 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Interested in eye movements? This social is open to everyone, including those who 

study fundamental sensory or motor aspects of eye movements, use eye movements as a window 

to study higher-order brain processes like perception and cognition, or focus on the links 

between eye movements and clinical disorders. All are welcome at this inaugural eye movement 

social. This is a great opportunity for graduate students, postdocs, and faculty to network, share 

ideas, and make new friends. 

Social Chair: R. J. Krauzlis;  

National Eye Institute, Bethesda, MD 

Social Co Chair: L. K. McLoon;  

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC07: Faculty for Undergraduate Neuroscience (FUN) Social 

Location: MCP Room N231 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social will focus on building connections within the undergraduate 

neuroscience community. Open to all who are interested in socializing and exchanging ideas 

with others around best practices in undergraduate neuroscience research and education. There 

will also be a brief program with award presentations. 

Social Chair: J. K. Rose;  

Western Washington University Behavioral Neuroscience Program, Bellingham, WA 

Social Co Chair: Y. Kang;  

University of Houston Downtown, Houston, TX 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC08: Neuroethology Social 

Location: MCP Room N136 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: With brief presentations, this social will celebrate neuroethology and the role the 

nervous system plays in producing natural behaviors. All members of the neuroscience 

community are welcome, in particular those who work on the neural basis of behavior. This 



social provides an opportunity to discuss new and interesting concepts, make new connections, 

and a way to meet friends and colleagues. Postdocs and students are particularly encouraged to 

drop in for socializing and networking. 

Social Chair: W. Stein;  

Illinois State University, Normal, IL 

Social Co Chair: M. L. DeMaegd;  

New York University, New York, NY 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC09: New Faculty Diversity Social 

Location: MCP Room N132 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social is designed for new faculty members from diverse backgrounds to 

connect and network with one another. This social event aims to provide a platform for attendees 

in similar career stages to foster networking opportunities, initiate collaborations, and build 

support systems. 

Social Chair: H. Arciniega;  

New York University Grossman School of Medicine, New York, NY 

Social Co Chair: K. E. Schoonover;  

University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC10: Open-Source Technology Social 

Location: MCP Room N137 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Socialize and exchange ideas with researchers developing and using open-source 

tools for neuroscience research. Chat with the people behind the projects and learn about the 

wide variety of open-source tools that can help your experiments be more robust, reliable, and 

creative. Join this social for an evening of fun, and the opportunity to even find a new 

collaborator for an open-source project! 

Social Chair: S. R. White;  

National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD 

Social Co Chair: S. Bradley;  

NIMH, North Bethesda, MD 



SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC11: Yes and!: Engaging Neuroscientists and Society Through Improv Theater Social 

Location: MCP Room N134 

Time: Sunday, October 6, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: What do improv comedians and scientists have in common? More than one would 

think! In this social, have fun getting to know fellow scientists through improv games — and 

bolster communication skills at the same time. The organizers will introduce improv concepts 

and then relish in the levity. Come play with friends and colleagues using simple, interactive 

games accessible to new improvers and veterans alike. Or sit back, watch, and laugh along. 

Social Chair: R. K. Duncan;  

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Social Co Chair: B. A. Sulaman;  

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC12: Cerebellum Social 

Location: MCP Room N137 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: The Cerebellum Social brings together scientists and clinicians from all areas of 

neuroscience. The event will be primarily a social gathering, although it will also provide a 

platform to highlight accomplishments in the field, identify avenues for collaboration, and 

discuss opportunities for advancing cerebellar science. The goal is to continue to build the 

cerebellar community by fostering participation from the field at large. 

Social Chair: A. J. Watt;  

McGill University, Montreal, QC, Canada 

Social Co Chair: C. J. Stoodley;  

Children's National Hospital, Washington, DC 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC13: Glia Social 

Location: MCP Room N231 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social will provide an opportunity for all who are interested in neuron-glia 

interactions, and neuroimmunology more broadly, to get together and consider major scientific 

questions and challenges in this field. This is an opportunity for glial researchers, investigators 



new to the field, and trainees to network and get to know each other and meet leaders in the field. 

This is especially important post-pandemic with fewer opportunities for newer trainees and 

scientists entering the glial field. 

Social Chair: B. A. Stevens;  

Boston Children's Hospital, Milton, MA 

Social Co Chair: S. A. Liddelow;  

NYU Grossman School of Medicine, New York, NY 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC14: Global Neuroscience Social 

Location: MCP Room N228 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Different countries have different ways of doing science. Pursuing science in other 

countries enriches our lives and provides new career perspectives. Since 2018, the Global 

Neuroscience Social has promoted interactions between neuroscientists from around the world. 

This social will highlight the study of emotional brain states with short presentations from 

Sayaka Inoue and Sung Han about their personal and professional experiences running labs 

outside their home countries. X: @GlobalNeurosci1 

Social Chair: J. P. Johansen;  

RIKEN Center for Brain Science, Wako-Shi, Japan 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC15: Latin American Women in Neuroscience: Empowerment Through Collaboration 

Social 

Location: MCP Room N140 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social will establish a platform for Latin American women in neuroscience 

and allies to collaborate and network. The organizers aim to open conversations about women's 

professional and personal challenges in neurosciences and find solutions through international 

collaborations. This SfN social will allow attendees to build new connections and reconnect with 

old friends who share the goal of promoting neuroscience development in Latin America. 

Social Chair: D. Vázquez Carrillo;  

Universidad Nacional Autónoma De México (UNAM), Queretaro, Mexico 

Social Co Chair: L. E. Baquedano Santana;  

Universidad Continental, Lima, Peru 



SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC16: LGBTQIA2S+ Social 

Location: MCP Room N138 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Come meet and network with other queer neuroscientists! This social will provide 

an opportunity for LGBTQIA2S+ folks at all different career stages to connect, meet a few 

trailblazers in the queer neuroscience community, and make new friends. Join this social for a 

round of icebreaker activities followed by informal networking. All are welcome. 

Social Chair: D. W. Williams;  

Emory University, Atlanta, GA 

Social Co Chair: V. P. Murty;  

University of Oregon, Philadelphia, PA 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC17: Marmoset Social 

Location: MCP Room N135 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: In this social, after a brief period of announcements, the participants will play data 

slide roulette. Trainees will submit slides of their data and the participants will try to present a 

random slide as if it were their own. This format helps showcase data and methods and gives 

trainees the opportunity to practice public speaking. Later the floor will be open for discussion of 

issues relevant to the use of the marmoset model in neuroscience research, followed by 

socialization. 

Social Chair: Z. W. Davis;  

University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 

Social Co Chair: L. Nurminen;  

University of Houston, Houston, TX 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC18: Non-Traditional Academic Careers Social 

Location: MCP Room N134 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Work in academia but not in a research lab? Work as a project coordinator, 

program manager, director, or dean? Interested in learning more about these jobs? This social 

will bring together neuroscience academic administrators and those interested in learning more 



about this career path. This event will include a mix-and-match icebreaker to ensure all attendees 

expand their connections. 

Social Chair: K. Webster;  

Brown University, Providence, RI 

Social Co Chair: J. Blackwell;  

Brown University, Providence, RI 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC19: Official Paraventricular Nucleus of the Thalamus (PVT) Social 

Location: MCP Room N132 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: The PVT is the place to be! The crucial role of the (PVT) in brain function, 

including in circadian rhythm, sleep, fear and stress behavior, memory and learning, and 

especially affective and motivated behaviors, including drug-seeking, have been topics of 

increasing emphasis in neuroscience. This social will bring together neuroscientists from across 

disciplines and career stages to share their enthusiasm for the PVT. Please join in! 

Social Chair: J. R. Barson;  

Drexel University College of Medicine Neuroscience Program, Philadelphia, PA 

Social Co Chair: S. Bhatnagar;  

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC20: Social Neuroscience Social 

Location: MCP Room N136 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: There has been an increase in research interest in studying the neural bases of 

social cognition. In this multi-disciplinary event, investigators studying neural mechanisms of 

social behaviors in different species (humans, nonhuman primates, rodents, other species) and at 

different levels (areas, circuits, cell types) will get together to discuss how their work informs 

one another. A brief panel-based discussion session will be followed by interactions among 

researchers. 

Social Chair: S. W. Chang;  

Yale University, New haven, CT 

Social Co Chair: Z. Williams;  

Harvard Medical School, chestnut hill, MA 



Social Co Chair: N. Padilla-Coreano;  

Evelyn F. & William McKnight Brain Institute, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC21: The Confound Hour: Let’s Make Some Noise! Social 

Location: MCP Room N226 

Time: Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Had an experiment tank this year? Now is the time to shine! At this social, the 

organizers want to hear about the most beautiful confounds, artifacts, lab accidents, and 

disastrous mistakes. Come share tales of scientific woe to raucous cheers! The best stories will 

be awarded with drink tickets. Attendees of this social will also play games that celebrate our 

heroic (sometimes mortifying) troubleshooting efforts, culminating in the coronation of a winner 

of the 2024 “Stuck To It” golden duct tape award. 

Social Chair: M. H. Hagenauer;  

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Social Co Chair: R. Leeson;  

Addgene, Watertown, MA 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC22: Arabs in Neuro Social 

Location: MCP Room N140 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Arabs in Neuroscience (AiN) invites neuroscientists at SfN to mingle, network, and 

engage with the Arabs in Neuro community! This social will largely provide a freeform space for 

community members to socialize, foster connections, and build a supportive network with 

members and allies of Arabs in Neuro. It will also include a brief presentation with updates on 

the progress of AiN projects and initiatives. Follow @ArabsInNeuro on X for more information. 

Social Chair: M. Abdelhack;  

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Social Co Chair: Y. Bassil;  

Emory University, Atlanta, GA 



SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC23: Art of Neuroscience Social 

Location: MCP Room N135 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Neuroscientists and artists are invited to come together and celebrate neuroscience-

inspired art! The organizers encourage attendees to submit their own artwork to be displayed in a 

gallery format, where attendees can view the artwork and mingle in an informal setting. This 

social welcomes multiple formats of artwork from scientists, artists, and those who would 

describe themselves as both! 

Social Chair: P. L. Croxson;  

Columbia University, New York, NY 

Social Co Chair: C. Liu;  

University of California, San Francisco, San Francisco, CA 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC24: Chemosensory Science Social — Come Smell and Taste! Social 

Location: MCP Room N132 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: All are welcome to socialize, smell, and taste at this gathering focusing on sensory 

systems, particularly chemical senses. Invited guests will informally share their experiences in 

the field, discoveries, job insights, and upcoming engagements in the discipline. This social will 

provide a venue for members of all career levels and backgrounds to network, forge new 

collaborations, discuss new research trajectories, and be introduced to new colleagues. 

Social Chair: D. Fadool;  

The Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL 

Social Co Chair: R. Vincis;  

Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC25: Childhood Adversity Social 

Location: MCP Room N130 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social will spark diverse discussion on the long-term impacts of childhood 

adversity. In this formative period, crucial concepts are internalized, but adverse experiences 

become intensified. This impacts neuroplasticity, rewires circuits, and structurally changes 



cognition, emotional regulation, and response. Researchers, professors, and newcomers to the 

field are invited to connect and collaborate, creating solutions that ensure the happiness of future 

generations into adolescence and adulthood. 

Social Chair: A. Brahnmath;  

Interlake High School & The Brain Observatory, Bellevue, WA 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC26: LGBTQI+ Neuroscience Workforce Social 

Location: MCP Room N134 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: We cordially invite you to a social for members of the neuroscience workforce who 

identify as LGBTQI+ and their allies. This event is for anyone interested in sexual and gender 

minority health research, workforce diversity, equity, inclusion, accessibility, and belonging, this 

event is for you! This event will be an excellent opportunity to network with fellow 

neuroscientists who share common interests. In addition, program staff from the National 

Institutes of Health will be in attendance. All are welcome. 

Social Chair: I. Avila;  

National Institutes of Health, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 

Social Co Chair: C. B. Hubner;  

NIH/NIDA, Columbia, MD 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC27: Locus Coeruleus Social 

Location: MCP Room N228 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: The study of the locus coeruleus is attracting new attention due to recently 

developed tools that have the power to reveal novel characteristics and functions of 

neuromodulatory circuits. This social is organized to encourage networking among new and 

experienced researchers studying locus coeruleus anatomy, physiology, and behavioral functions. 

There will be opportunities for networking, stimulating new collaborations, and competing in a 

trivia game moderated by a “surprise guest.” 

Social Chair: N. R. Sciolino;  

University of Connecticut, STORRS, CT 

Social Co Chair: B. D. Waterhouse;  

Rowan University School of Osteopathic Medicine, Stratford, NJ 



SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC28: Natives in Neuroscience Social 

Location: MCP Room N133 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: Neuroscientists of all backgrounds are invited to network with members of the 

Natives In Neuro community! During the social, our board will introduce themselves and 

provide an update on the events of the past year. This will be an opportunity to meet with 

Indigenous neuroscientists from all over the world and a chance to identify potential mentors in 

this growing network. Stay in touch with the organizers on X @NativesInNeuro or join the 

mailing list by sending an email to nativesinneuro@gmail.com. 

Social Chair: L. W. McLester-Davis;  

University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 

Social Co Chair: D. J. Acri;  

National Institute on Aging, Bethesda, MD 

SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC29: Psychopharmacology Social 

Location: MCP Room N138 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social will bring together experts in mind-altering substances. The well-

dressed hosts will facilitate meeting others in the field, relaxing after a long day of Neuroscience 

2024 with a favorite beverage, and grooving to a psychopharmacology-inspired playlist. 

Participate in the psychopharmacology discussions to build knowledge and networks. 

Intermingling between more senior scientists and trainees is strongly encouraged, and all are 

welcome. 

Social Chair: S. B. Floresco;  

Univ British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada 

Social Co Chair: E. S. Calipari1, J. A. McGaughy2;  
1Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, 2University of New Hampshire, Portsmouth, NH 



SfN-Sponsored Social 

SOC30: Somatosensation and Interoception Social 

Location: MCP Room N226 

Time: Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Description: This social intends to connect researchers working in somatosensation, including 

pain, touch, itch, and also researchers working on interoception. The intent is to foster 

networking and collaboration within and across these interests. We also want to foster 

interactions between researchers who study rodent models and those working in non-human 

primates and humans. Trainees will be particularly encouraged to attend. Discussions will be 

informal and relaxed. 

Social Chair: R. P. Seal;  

University of Pittsburgh Center For Pain Research, Pittsburgh, PA 

Social Co Chair: S. E. Ross;  

University of Pittsburgh Center for Pain Research, Pittsburgh, PA 


